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~PLACE OF MASSACHUSETTS IN NATIONAL CRIME RATE STATISTICS FOR 1965

_ The Uniform Crime Reports cf the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion contain crime statistics provided voluntarily by most police
departments throughout the United States. Among these are the
freqgquency figures of seven selected crimes and the rate of each of
these crimes per 100,000 inhabitants of the reporting area. These
crimes are 1) Murder {including non-negligent manslaughter)} 2)

Forcible rape 3) Robbery 4) Aggravated assault 5) Burglary 6) Larceny
(0f $50 or over) and 7) Auto theft (including both joy riding and
taking cars for resale or stripping.)

Additionally, it is the Federal Bureau of Investigation
practice to add together these crimes and derive area rates for the
total of all seven offenses per 100,000 population. This is called
their "Crime Index" and purports to show the status and treands of
"serious" crime. However, this practice of aggregating diverse
offenses of varying degrees of seriousness and entirely different
frequencies into one index has been criticized by criminological
statisticians.

Because the three property crimes of burglary, larceny and
auto theft occur much more often than the four more vioclent crimes of
murder, rape, robbery and aggravated assault, the F.B.I. Crime Index
is heavily overweighted by the less serious but more numerous property
crimes. This results in areas having comparatively few crimes of
violence being given an excessively high overall Crime Index figure
whenever one or more of their property crime rates are above average.

Take the state of Hawaii for example which has the lowest
rate of all states in regard to forcible rape (0.8 per 100,000). By
our method of giving the first rank to the state with the lowest rate,
Hawaii ranks 1 for this offense. It ranks 19th in murder and 13th
in both robbery and aggravated assault. However, in regard to the
three property crimes it ranks 49th in burglary, 40th in larceny and
45th in auto theft. Therefore Hawaii's Crime Index figure is extremely
high and results in an overall rank of 46. In other words the F.B.I.
Crime Index inaccurately gives the impression that Hawaii has more
"gserious® crime than 45 other states -- despite its' well below average
individual rates for each of the four more serious violent crimes
against persons.

The contrary situation occurs for Mississippi which has
high rates for murder and aggravated assault but low rates for property
crimes. These low property crime rates result in an extremely low
overall F,B.,I. Crime Index for Mississippi. When Mississippi is
thereby placed in overall rank ahead of Wisconsin, even though Wisconsin
has well below average rates for all seven offenses, (particularly the
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more serious offenses against persons) we believe this points up a
lack of validity in the F.B.I. Crime Index as a tool for indicating
the amount of serious crime in an area.

For the above reascn this report does not use the combined
F.B.I. Crime Indices. Instead we report only the comparative rank
orders for each of the seven crimes individually. We believe this
gives a more discriminating and a more valid picture of the incidence
of crimes in various areas.

It also seems pertinent to mention that the Uniform Crime
Reports have been criticized for using total population as its base
for crime rates. Other authorities state that the younger generation,
which commits most of the crimes, has been increasing in numbers at
a faster rate than the total population. If we knew the numbers of
the below 30 age group in all states we might then f£ind that the
narkedly. increasing rates of crime shown by the Uniform Crime Reports
were exaggerated. For example, a 1965 study in California by the
Space ~ General Corporation, which compared crime increases with the
increases of the 14 to 29 age group, concluded that there "-- was a
relatively constant crime rate Ffor both juvenile and adult groups
over the past five years."

However, since we do not have at hand crime rates from all
areas based more precisely on the population of the crime committing
younger generation, we are limited to making country wide comparisons
taken from the Uniform Crime Report rates based on total populations.
We are, however, avoiding references to the percentage of increase of
any offenses for any area because such F.B.I. percentage increases
may well be overstating the situation.

As an appendix we list the rank order of all fifty states
for each of the seven selected offenses. Our abbreviated table
abstracted from the more comprehensive appendix table shows the
rank order of Massachusetts with regard to the rate for each crime,
but only the five lowest and five highest rate states and the rate
for each offense for the entire United States as well as for our
New England arxea.
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Viewing the abbreviated tabkle we see that in regard to
murder, rape and aggravated assault Massachusetts compares well. Its
rates for these crimes are only slightly higher than for New England
as a whole. For each of these offenses Massachusetts rates are well
below the United States average. More than two thirds of the states
have ?igher rates than Massachusetts for murder, rape and aggravated
assault.

For the offense cof larceny Massachusetts drops to a rank
of 21. However, the United States rate is still higher and about 50%
of the irdividual states have higher rates for larceny than does
Massachusetts.

For the crimes of robbery and burglary Massachusetts drops
to ranks of 30 and 32 respectively. Yet the United States rate is
still higher for both of these crimes, although only about 35% of the
individual states have higher rates than Massachusetts for robbery
and burglary.

However, for its many auto thefts Massachusetts (with 533.5
per 100,000 people} has the highest rate of all fifty states. It
exceeds the rate of the next highest state by nearly a hundred thefts.
In fact the Massachusetts rate is so high that it pushes the rate fox
the entire New England area well above the United States average., If
it were not for the excessively high Massachusetts rate the average
of the other four New England states would be over a hundred auto
thefts per 100,000 below the national average. To report this in
another way: Massachusetts has over four hundred more auto thefts
per 100,000 than the average of the other New England states. Having
the unhappy distinction of being the worst state in the country in
regard to reported asuto thefts we can paraphrase a current advertize-
ment and say "We must be doing something wrong!l”

Nelson N. Cochrane
Supervisor of Research
Massachusetits Department of
Correction Septenber 19606
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